
MINUTES 
THIRD BUDGET MEETING OF THE 

COLQUITT COUNTY BOARD OF COl\fMISSIONERS 
FISCAL YEAR 2019 • 2020 

THURSDAY, MAY 16, 2019 
5:00 o'clock p.m. 

CALL TO ORDER: The third budget meeting for Fiscal Year 2019-2020 was called to 
order at 5:00 o'clock p.m. by Chairman Denver F. Braswell. The meeting was duly called 
and advertised. 

PRESENT: Those present were Commissioners Chris Hunnicutt, Marc DeMott, A1 
Whittington, Paul Nagy, and Johnny Hardin, Chairman Denver F. Braswell, County 
Administrator Chas Cannon and County Clerk Melissa Lawson. 

ALSO PRESENT: Finance Director David Zeanah, Volunteer Fire Department President 
Caleb Spence, Colquitt County Arts Center Representatives Connie Fritz and Terry Turner, 
County Extension Coordinator Jeremy Kichler, and Humane Society Representatives Alicia 
Land and Tanya Dean. 

ABSENT: Commissioner Barbara Jelks. 

Mr. Cannon briefly reviewed a list of changes thus far to the proposed budget. 

VOLUNTEER FIRE ASSOCIATION: Mr. Cannon presented recommended 
budgetary figures, in the amount of $632,256.00, from the Colquitt County Volunteer Fire 
Association. 

Mr. Cannon also noted that the Volunteer Fire Association would like to utilize a portion of 
county owned property located on Gene McQueen Road for the purpose of training. 

Caleb Spence, President, stated that the association was asking for additional funding in the 
current budget request in order to provide for a part time office position as well as for various 
line item expenditure increases. 

Mr. Spence reviewed statistical operational information with the Board and stated that, if 
allowed to utilize county owned property for training purposes, the association would 
maintain the property if county staff would perform initial clean-up. 

(Alicia Land, President of the Moultrie - Colquitt County Humane Society, entered the 
meeting at 5:15p.m.) 

COLQUITT COUNTY ARTS CENTER: Connie Fritz, Director of the Colquitt 
County Arts Center, thanked the Board for the opportunity to address them. 

Mrs. Fritz stated that, originally constructed in 1928, the Colquitt County Arts Center was 
beginning to show age, having underwent two major campaigns during that time for 
extensive renovations. 
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Mrs. Fritz noted that the Georgia Trust for Historic Preservation had placed arts centers on 
the list of 10 places in peril, thus making the Arts Center eligible to explore funding resources 
not previously available. 

Due to years of deferred maintenance the extent of the renovations needed, Mrs. Fritz stated 
that she hoped to secure support from the county in order to financially assist with the 
necessary repairs. 

Mrs. Fritz reviewed programming activities with the Board. 

(Tanya Dean, Executive Director of the Moultrie - Colquitt County Humane Society, 
entered the meeting at 5:21 p.m.) 

Terry Turner, member of the Arts Center Board of Directors, stated that he viewed Moultrie 
and Colquitt County as a progressive community. Mr. Turner stated that those individuals 
interested in a progressive community like Colquitt County would also be interested in the 
cultural and educational experiences that are consistently offered by the Arts Center. 

In closing, Mrs. Fritz and Mr. Turner thanked the Board for the opportunity to address 
them. 

HUMANE SOCffiTY: Mr. Cannon reviewed recommended budgetary figures, in the 
amount of$100,000.00, for the Moultrie- Colquitt County Humane Society. 

Alicia Land, President, distributed proposed FY 19 - 20 budget figures to the Board and 
explained some of the dire needs of the shelter, to include a new ventilation system. 

Ms. Land stated that an outside bookkeeper had also been hired. 

The application process for the new Board, staff members, and new hours for the Humane 
Society were discussed. 

The current capacity of the shelter was discussed, as were adoption events and ongoing 
collaborations with rescue organizations. 

UGA EXTENSION: Mr. Cannon presented recommended budgetary figures, in the 
amount of $202,244.00, for the UGA Extension Office. Mr. Cannon noted that included in 
the budget request was that UGA Extension employees receive similar increases in the 
county portion of their pay as regular county employees. 

Jeremy Kichler, Extension Coordinator, discussed the responsibilities of his agents and 
stated that, in addition to row crops and farm research, the Family and Consumer Science 
(F ACS) program and the 4-H program were also major components of the Extension 
Service. 

Discussion ensued regarding the 4-H program and F ACS program, as well as a vacant 4-H 
agent position. 
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In closing Mr, K.ichler thanked the Board for their ongoing support of his office. 

ADDITIONAL DISCUSSION: Ar this time, discussion extensively ensued regarding 
proposed employee sa lary increase proposals. 

There being no further business to come before the board, the meeting was adjourned ar 6:59 
p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Denver F. Braswell 
Chairman 
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